Tap, Drag, and Swipe @ Beijing BISS
International School

By Alfredo Papaseit and Lara Ronalds, apapaseit@biss.com.cn

At Beijing BISS International School, we believe that iPads signal the
opportunity for a transformation in how technology is used in the
early years, and grade | teacher Lara Ronalds and K-12 media spe-
cialist Alfredo Papaseit are running an IPad pilot program.The objec-
tives are to support the literacy and numeracy curriculum in the
early years, while making technology more transparent and cross-
curricular

Planning is imperative for any technology initiative, and we need
to ensure that we clearly understand and communicate how tech-
nology integrates with our overall pedagogical objectives. Planning
needs to consider both infrastructure needs and the educational
applications of the new technology. Without the proper preparation,
technology initiatives are liable to become expensive failures. In the
case of the iPads we needed to make decisions on when and how
the iPads are charged, synchronized, updated, and used.

It has been exciting to discover how iPads aid in the development
of greater reading and word fluency, comprehension, and numeracy
skills. It is easily integrated across the curriculum, and there is notice-
able engagement among students and teachers.

With the iPad pilot program we have tried to de-emphasize the
traditional technology skills-based approach, in favor of bigger, more
wider-reaching concepts, like the ability to CREATE, COMMUNII-
CATE, and CONNECT tasks effortlessly together:

The iPad gives students the opportunity to interact with technol-
ogy in a form that aligns with their developmental stage—physically,
emotionally, and intellectually:

Physically: The iPad touch-screen technology allows children to ac-
cess the screen options without manipulating any peripheral tools
(mouse and keyboard) by simply dragging, tapping, and swiping They
can write intuitively in line with their own handwriting knowledge
and move across screens, as they would turn over pages of a book.

Emotionally: Due to its accessibility, young children are able to expe-
rience success and develop a sense of confidence in their ability to
use technology and to recognize it as a relevant tool in their lives, It is
a resource that allows for differentiation, whether they are working
individually or in groups.
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Intellectually:Young children learn best with a multitude of resources,
and through judicious use and selective app choices this technology
is offering the possibility to learn, comprehend, and develop under-
standings in different ways.

At this stage of the project, we are still exploring the true extent of
the impact of iPads on teaching and learning, but at BISS, teachers
are starting to explore its potential and document its use—what
works and what doesn't. There are clearly many more questions
than answers, and in a way, this is the exciting part of it. However,
what we can certainly say is that in the early years, it is easier to
create and connect tasks and to communicate content using this
technology. iPads are revolutionizing the way elementary students
at BISS interact with technology and engage in dynamic learning
experiences conducive to the challenges of a 2 st century learning
environment,
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